Immaculate Conception Parish Bulletin

Parish Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m. ~ 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. ~ Noon
Phone: 530-8515
Website: icelmhurst.org
Eastern DuPage Deanery: easterndupagedeanery.org
Facebook @ICElmhurst
NEW PARISHIONERS, WELCOME!
Please click on “New to IC?” on our parish website homepage or call the office at
530-8515 for more information.
Mass Times: Monday-Friday 6:15am and 7:30am
Saturday 8:00am and 4:30pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:30am, and 7:00pm
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday: After 4:30pm Mass until 6pm
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Fourth Week of Advent
Today is the Fourth Sunday
of Advent, when we light the
fourth candle on the Advent
Wreath. Today’s candle is
the Angel Candle, or
sometimes called the
Candle of Love. We are
reminded that the Angels
announced the Good News
of a Savior. We are also
reminded of God’s great love for us, and his only
Son Jesus, who was sent to save us.
If you have an Advent Wreath at home, consider
reciting this scripture passage as you light the first
candle of Advent:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.”
(John 3:16-17)

Marantha! Come to your Church, O Lord, make
us a home for your wisdom and your will; Come,
guide us in truth.
Marantha! Come to our land, O Lord, may we
hear your prophets’ voice in the cries of the poor
and weak.
Marantha! Come to our hearts, O Lord, let your
freedom flower in our charity, may your liberty
blossom, may its fragrance lead us to work for
justice.
Marantha! Come to our streets, O Lord, guide
us to see your face in the unwanted, the
unloved, raise our hands to give them shelter
and safety.
Marantha! Come to our dwellings, O Lord,
shelter them with the peaceful light of love, fill
them with abundant joy and laughter.
Marantha! Come to our dreams, O Lord, help
us to hear your angels’ tidings and yearn for
your kingdom.
Marantha! Come to your Bride, O Lord! We
unceasingly call out aloud with your saints and
with your Spirit.

Week 4: O God, who sent an angel to comfort Joseph in his dream, comfort us
when we are afraid. Turn our darkness into light. Let these four candles warm our
hearts as we await the coming of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Through Christ our Lord.
CHRISTMAS MASSES—NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING
It does not take long for a newcomer or a visitor, or even a parishioner, to discover that parking can be
quite an adventure at IC, especially during the busy seasons of the year. On our block alone, there are
three churches, all of which offer simultaneous services on Sunday mornings. On December 24th, all
three churches will be offering simultaneous Christmas Eve services. Please respect the parking lots
that belong to our neighboring churches when attending Mass at IC. The lot directly behind the
Chapel/Gym belongs to the First United Methodist Church. The lot directly behind the Rectory and east
of the High School belongs to St. Peter’s United Church of Christ. The entrances to these lots are clearly
marked with the names of the appropriate churches. Please do not park in the lots of these churches.
Busy seasons call for creative responses. In addition to our parish lot on York Street, we have some
additional parking in the Hawthorne School lot on weekends, with its entrance on Arthur Street.
Additional areas are available on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. There are a few spaces in Wilder
Park at the intersection of Cottage Hill and Arthur. The Dist. 205 Main Office lot is a half block north of
the Chapel on York Street. Gibbons Funeral Home lot is just one block north of the Chapel, also on York
Street. A little advance planning might save some of the aggravation when all of the regular parking
spaces are taken.

“The Lord is Coming”
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Christmas Eve Masses
Friday, December 24
3:00 pm Sacred Heart Chapel*

*(The four-year olds, kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders will have the opportunity to participate in a
presentation of theLiving Gospel at the Sacred Heart Chapel Mass.)

3:00 pm Church
3:00 pm Plunkett Hall
3:30 pm Elmhurst University, Hammerschmidt Chapel

**Those in attendance at the 3:30 Elmhurst Univ. Mass will have the opportunity for additional social distancing. Parking is available in the University Parking Lot on Alexander Blvd. The Chapel is the building with the
Church steeple in the center of the campus. The doors face east. It is located approximately two blocks west
of Immaculate Conception.

5:00 pm Sacred Heart Chapel
5:00 pm Church
10:30 pm Sacred Heart Chapel

Preceded by a program of Christmas music at 10:00 p.m.
(Incense will be used at the 5:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Masses on Christmas Eve.)

Christmas Day Masses
Saturday, December 25
7:30 am Church
9:00 am Sacred Heart Chapel
11:30 am Sacred Heart Chapel

(No 4:30 p.m. Mass will be celebrated on Christmas Day)
(Incense will be used at the 9:00a.m. and 11:30a.m. Masses on Christmas Day.)
(The Sacrament of Reconciliation will not be celebrated.)

Feast of the Holy Family
Sunday, December 26
7:30 am Church
9:00 am Sacred Heart Chapel
11:30 am Sacred Heart Chapel
7:00 pm Church
Monday, December 27
8:00am Church

(No 6:15am or 7:30am will be celebrated this day.)
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Worship
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — From Bethlehem-Ephrathah
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel (Micah 5:1-4a).
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see
your face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading — We have been consecrated
through the offering of the body of Christ once for
all (Hebrews 10:5-10).
Gospel — Blessed are you who believed that
what was spoken by the Lord would be fulfilled
(Luke 1:39-45).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56
Thursday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab,
8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66
Friday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Saturday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17,
27,29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6,
11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6;
Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22,
24-28; Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6,
9-10; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or
1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Tuesday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter begins
Thursday: St. John of Kanty
Friday:
The Vigil of Christmas
Saturday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
You can follow the readings for Mass each day by
visiting http://usccb.org/ and selecting the date on
the calendar on the right.

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 20
6:15AM:†Roger Venverthon / Judy Finch
7:30AM:†Art Sibik / Friends
†Rose Hughes
†Roberta Sobieraj / Jane Evans
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21
6:15AM:†Marcie Morgan
8:00AM:†Deceased members of the James
Hendricks Family / Donna Chaplin
†Dr. Jaime Galiano / ICGS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
6:15AM:†Kay Revane
7:30AM:†Ruth Martin
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23
6:15AM:†Mary Lytle
7:30AM:†James Brodnicki / Loretta Kalina
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24
8:00AM†Special Intention / Friends
3:00PM:Church †Conor Hendricks / Family
3:00PM:Chapel †Kay Revane / Sherrie Rago
3:00PM:MPH †Michael Galvin
5:00PM:Church †Albin & Emily Stall / Stall Family
5:00PM:Chapel †Shawn Repking / Repking Family
10:30PM:†People of the Parish
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25
7:30AM:†Anne & Mary Jane LeGere / Family
9:00AM:†Rita & Urban Phillips
†Stephan & Rose Paul
†Gabe Remy / Kiernan Family
†Thomas P. Cawley / Larry & Nancy
Maloney
11:30AM:†Robert Kevin Callahan / Cederberg
Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
7:30AM:†George Mollory / Donna Campbell
9:00AM:†Alan Montella / Family
†Roberta Sobieraj / Marianne & Brett Verner
George Hanrahan Family / Family
†Linda Squier / Pat & Len Hanlcok
11:30AM:†Michael Galvin / Maria Ventimiglia
7:00PM:†Zeke Kulhanek / David & Paula Pezza

Congratulations to
Mavick Maranan & Timothy Dunne
Married December 17, 2021
Immaculate Conception Parish
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Stewardship of Our Prayer for…
We pray for those suffering from
illness. Loving God, give strength and
protection to all who struggle with
illness of any kind. Calm their fears and
uncertainties. Provide them with loving and tender
care. Grant them courage when they are afraid and
comfort when they are in pain.
Bees, Robert
Boffa, Frances
Buhrfiend, Dick
Cadaoas, Nick
Chaplin, Scott
Collado, Annabel
Curtin, Judith
Dugo, Josephine
Frer, Michele
Frer, Mike
Genthe, Candice
Genthe, Denise
Glynn, Tom
Gorman, Jim
Gow, Olivia
Harrison, Pat
Heffeman, James
Hogan, Joan
Kaprelian, Jean
Korinek, Jan
Korecki, Wayne
Kummer, Lori
LaMonica, Don

Mallon, Mark
Marchetti, Alex
Medela, Joanna
Monaghan, Donna
Monaghan, Kendall
Moran Vogel, Renee
O’Hara, Mike
Osmanski, Gregory
Page, Tom
Pape, Mary
Perez, Aaron
Read, Jorden
Roderer, Nancy
Rogers, Fr. Jerry
Ross, Bernadette
Ruiz, Kay (Katie)
Salerno, Madeline
Sehl, Ed
Somora, Angela
Styck, Joyce
Venchus, Susan
Wilki, Carl
Zasiebida, Ann Marie

On January 1st, we will start a new “Pray For”
list. If you would like your name or that of a
loved one listed, please email
bulletin@icelmhurst.org
or call 630-530-8991.

We pray for the newly baptized babies in our church. May
their journey of faith be one that is close to Jesus. We pray
for their Godparents and parents as they bring Christ to the
lives of the next generation of Catholics.
Baptized in November at IC:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Wade Benjamin Roan
Jayson Richard Stanko
Sienna Rose Cosentino
Genevieve Colette Mininger
Christian Steele
Darryl Steele
Grant William Huelsman
Wyatt Daniel Evans

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Jillian Scardina Jurik
Greta Claire Gabrielson
Meara Joan Green
Maeve Catherine Green
Owen James Jackson
Francesca Josephine
Bartucci
Elsie Kay Kilinskis

Our Troops
Lt. Joe Doyle, US Army, Son of Deb and Tom Doyle
1st Lt. Ryan Kenny, USMC, Son of Mary Beth Kenny
Pvt. Jeffery Crones, US Army, Grandson of Joan Leyden
Cpl. Ben Gieser, USMC, son of Monica and William Gieser
Specialist Jonathan M. Pichler, US Army,
Son of Ginny & Mark Gronek, Grandson of Catherine Young
Recruit Garrett Gong, USMC
LCpl. Troy Rosenbury, USMC
Cpl. Zack Bright, USMC
Sgt. Ben Bright, USMC, Friend of the Genthe Family
Cpl. Vincent Joseph Genthe, USMC Son of Denise Genthe
Capt. Jeffrey Robbins, USMC, Son of Barb & Larry
Robbins, Grandson of Georgiana Ryan
Maj. Kevin Mott, US Army
Nephew of Greg & Mary Pat Vanderlaan
Paul Hornstra, USMC, ICHS Class of ‘09
Son of Paul and Dawn Hornstra
Cpl. Brittney Young , US Army,
Cousin of Denise and John Doherty
Lt. Joe Shannon, US Navy, Son of John & Maria Shannon
Sgt. Ethan Zielinski, USMC
Son of Michele & Dolph Zielinski
Capt. Christopher Bertucci, USMC,
Nephew of Mary Anne & Greg Luczak
Lt. Andrea Bertucci, US Navy, Niece of Mary Anne Luczak
Cpl. Joseph Fischer, USMC Son of George & Sharon Fischer
Capt. Kathleen M. Donofrio, US Army Reserves,
Daughter of Tom & Marge Donofrio
Pfc. Ian Morser, USMC, Son of John and Tracy Morser
Cousin of Todd and Ellen Greer
LCpl. Jack Mallon, USMC, Grandson of Mary and Bob
Mallon Nephew of Mark Mallon and Lauren Lent
1st. Lt. Dylan Sullivan, US Army
PFC. Cavan Sullivan, US Army
Grandsons of Mary Sullivan
Capt. Samuel Westhoff, US Army
Nephew of Tom and Sue Westhoff
1st. Lt. Liam Hendricks, 101st Airborne, ICCP Class of ‘14
Son of Tim and Julie Hendricks
1st Lt Matthew Kizys, US Army, son of
Marky and Nancy Tinsley
Chf. Warrant Officer John Dal Pino, US Army
Son of Joe and Valerie Dal Pino
1st Lt. Francesca Cervone , US Army, ICCP Class of ‘15,
Daughter of Jeanmarie Cervone,
Granddaughter of Cay Calcagno
1st Lt. Molly Manion, EOD US Army, ICCP Class of ‘15,
Daughter of Tom & Nancy Manion
Granddaughter of Rita Manion
MAJ Thomas Gildea, US Army, Husband of Karina,
Father of Enya, Grace, and Ignacio
1st Lt. Kyle Koch, 1st Cavalry Division US Army, ICCP
Class of ‘15, son of Laura & Paul Koch
Capt. Carla A. Schuit, US Army Reserves,
Daughter of Lisa Schuit
1st. Lt. Grayson Becker, US Army
CDR Kevin Groch, US Navy, Grandson of Marie Groch
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When Pope Francis proclaimed a “Year of St. Joseph”, on December 8, 2020, it marked the
150th anniversary of Saint Joseph being declared a Patron of the Church. More than that, it served
as an invitation to all of us learn more about St. Joseph and to honor our commitment to God in the
same way that Joseph did for the Holy Family.
As we came to the end of the Year on St. Joseph on December 8, 2021 we can reflect back
on what we have learned over the last year about this quiet, holy man who was the spouse of the
Mother of God, Chaste guardian of the Virgin, foster father of the Son of God, watchful defender of
Christ and head of the Holy Family, We learned that he is the patron of the dying, terror of demons,
model for workers and hope of the sick. We also learned that St. Joseph is the patron saint of the
Universal Church, families, fathers, expectant mothers, travelers, immigrants, house sellers and
buyers, craftsmen, engineers and working people. From birth to life, despondency to happiness, St.
Joseph's patronage spans our whole time her on earth.
St. Joseph does not say a word in the Sacred Scripture, but through his physical presence
continually says yes to God and yes to the Holy Family. As Pope Francis mentioned, Saint Joseph,
“the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,” who nonetheless played “an
incomparable role in the history of salvation.”
St. Joseph is “the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war,
hatred, persecution and poverty.” As the guardian of Jesus and Mary, Joseph cannot “be other
than the guardian of the Church,” of her motherhood, and of the Body of Christ. “Consequently,
every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is
‘the child’ whom Joseph continues to protect.”
Let us continue to pray to St. Joseph as we go forward, asking him for his guidance,
protection and comfort, and the ability to say “yes’ to God when he calls.
THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH PRAYER: To you, O blessed Joseph
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the help of your most
holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the
paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid
us in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most
loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty
protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the
snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection,
so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness,
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.
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“Singing is a language that leads to the communion of hearts…
Crossing every boundary, you spread a message of peace and
solidarity.” Pope Francis
♫
Do you love to sing?
Are you looking for ways to get involved,
share your gifts, and deepen your faith?
♪
We are in need of solo cantors (high school - adult)
to lead the congregation in song at weekend Masses.
Initial training and ongoing coaching is provided!
♫
Please contact Lisa Grisolia, Director of Music, for more
information. lisagrisolia@icelmhurst.org ~ 630.530.3489

2021 Chicago March for Life
January 8, 2022

Sponsored by Immaculate Conception Church Respect Life Ministry
Join Us! Purchase a ticket for a seat on the bus. Fill out the form and mail or return to the Parish
Office: 134 Arthur Street, Elmhurst. OR, you can purchase tickets online by going to eventbrite.com
and search IC Elmhurst or visit http://bit.ly/30j77g0
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________CELL____________________________________
FAMILY MEMBERS:_______________________________________________________________
TOTAL # OF MARCHERS: ___________________ TOTAL AMOUNT PAID: __________________
Please make checks payable to Immaculate Conception Parish. Must be received by January 3rd.
Contact Tess Hill with any questions at 630-732-1129 or t.hill@lwreedy.com
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
GRADE SCHOOL
630-530-3490

ICGS New Student registration is now OPEN!
Call or email

Mrs. Wachhholder at 630.530.3490
swachholder@icgradeschoolelmhurst.org
to schedule a tour and start the
registration process.

ICGS Distinguished Graduate Award
Nominations Being Accepted!
Do you know an ICGS alum (graduated 10+
years ago) who has made a significant impact
on the Catholic Church or American Life?
Nominate them for this special award!
Email nominations to :
development@icgradeschoolelmhurst.org

December 19, 2021

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CLASSES
SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
December 19
Classes will resume in January

Sr. Mary Francis, DRE K-5
srmaryfrancis@icelmhurst.org
Josephine Bastianoni, DRE 6,7,8,
jbastianoni@icelmhurst.org
Plan to celebrate Christmas with your
family at one of the IC Christmas
liturgies. Review the website for details.
Children are invited to join in the 3pm
Christmas Eve liturgy celebration.
Nativity cut-outs are posted on the RE
website. PLEASE NOTE: due to the
continued covid concerns, children will
participate from their pews, remaining in
place with their parents.
Your support of our efforts is appreciated.

ICGS Tree Lot

Each year the 1990 Club, which
is comprised of ICGS Dads, sells
trees, wreaths, and garland in the
Church parking lot. All proceeds
go to the grade school. It is one
of the largest fundraisers of the
year!

Tree Lot Hours
MONDAY-FRIDAY 6PM-9PM
SATURDAY 10AM-8PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5:30PM
If you have questions or would like to
volunteer to help on the lot,
please contact us at:
ICTreelot@gmail.com

Spiritual Classics

St. Bonaventure is the Seraphic Doctor
of the Church because his thought
springs to angelic heights. He speaks of
God as the center of all, reaching out
to us and drawing us to Him. We will
explore his presentation of this circular
movement of God. Our book discussion
will begin on Sunday, Jan. 9, from 10:15
to 11:15 in the Dyer Center, and
continue for 9 sessions. We will be
using the book, Bonaventure – Mystical
Writings, by Zachary Hayes, OFM, ISBN
978-1-935257-96-7. It is available at
TauPublishing.com for $13.95. The
discussion is open to all. For more
information contact
lenhohbein@aol.com.
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Christian Ministry

Beginning Monday, January 17 and continuing for
six weeks, we will offer a bereavement support
group for anyone mourning the loss of a loved
one. We experience grief in different ways, but the
support of others is essential in our healing
process. If you are mourning the loss of someone
and would like help to understand and process
your grief, please plan to attend. Your loss can be
old or new. We will meet in person at the IC
Rectory. You do not need to be an IC parishioner
to attend. Please contact the Christian Ministry
Office at 630-530-3497.

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION ELMHURST
2021 VIRTUAL ONE WORLD
MARKET
Please visit the One World
icon on our website, which will
direct you to the One World
Market website at
www.oneworldmarketelmhurst.org,
where you can access vendors, peruse
their products from the comfort of your own
home and order in time for Christmas!
Happy Shopping!

Volunteers are needed in the following
ministries:
IC Food Pantry, Daybreak Transitional
Housing, Bereavement, and Kitchen Angels.
All ministries can generally fit your personal
timetable. Please consider sharing your
presence and talent with your parish
community. Contact Pam Stefik at
630-530-3497 for additional information on
these opportunities.

If you are new to our church or just visiting, Welcome! We are pleased
to have you share in this celebration of the Eucharist. If you do not
have a church home, or your church is not a home to you, we invite you
to become part of our parish family. We are so glad you’re here and
hope you will come back again for Mass or become a parishioner.
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‘TIS THE SEASON TO GIVE THANKS….
The Christian Ministry Office at Immaculate Conception would not and could not exist without
the multitude of volunteers AND donors to its many Ministries. We fed and provided gifts for
over 125 families this year. Our Thanksgiving and Christmas outreach programs are massive
undertakings and we would like to publicly acknowledge and thank many people.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All who donated grocery gift cards or money for our Thanksgiving families.
Elmhurst Elks Lodge #1531 for donating 15 grocery gift cards to our Thanksgiving outreach.
ICCP whose students collected nearly $1,000 for our outreach.
ICGS, whose families collected nearly $2,000 towards our outreach efforts.
Our Thanksgiving Chairpersons, Jill Riecker, Alina Cahill and Kari Conkle and our Giving Tree Chairpersons
Kathleen Hillsman, Maria Shannon, Sharon Whiteside and Cindy Gornick for their hard work and dedication.
Jan Dorner, our chairperson for the One World Fair Trade Virtual Market
All who provided gift cards to our families….an amazing response.
The ICGS Kindergarten class, who collected food for our food pantry.
All who have contributed food or monetary donations to our food pantry during the past year.
All who contributed to our coat drive, Undy Sunday program and St. Vincent dePaul clothing/household goods drive.
Maureen and Mike Belzile and Scout Troop 77 for overseeing both our coat drive and our SVDP drive.
Anyone who prayed for the success of our programs and clients.
Anyone that I have inadvertently omitted.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for supporting the IC outreach programs.

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for supporting the IC outreach programs.

Immaculate Conception Daybreak Transitional Housing for the
Homeless 2021 Annual Appeal
For nearly 30 years, Immaculate Conception Daybreak of Elmhurst has rented
apartments to house homeless families. This is a self-supporting ministry, funded
solely through personal donations.
IC Daybreak commits to pay rent and utilities every month for the FIVE units it
provides to those in need. Mentors meet with these families on a weekly basis to
teach budgeting and life skills. Families transition out of these apartments within a
two-year period. Since inception, IC Daybreak has helped 85 families transition from homelessness to
self-sufficiency.
Three of our families will be leaving our program within the next few months, as they have been approved for home
ownership! We could not be prouder! Your generosity in providing them safe shelter when it was needed, and our
mentors’ guidance has literally changed their lives. We will be replacing these families as quickly as our program partner
can provide us with viable candidates. It is a privilege to work with those who want to change their lives. Our families all
have unique stories, but they share in the same struggle to have a place to call “home” and learn the skills necessary to
become and remain self-sufficient. We currently have 15 mentors working with our families, along with a parish attorney
who offers his expertise on a pro-bono basis.
CAN YOU:

FUND A FAMILY FOR A YEAR ($12,000)? FUND A FAMILY FOR A MONTH ($995)?
FUND A FAMILY FOR A WEEK ($250)
HELP IN ANY AMOUNT?

IC Daybreak Transitional Housing is helping to solve the problem of homelessness one family at a time. Please
prayerfully consider responding to the needs of the homeless within our community. 100% of your donation is used for
rent and utilities. We need your financial support to continue this important outreach to homeless families. We
are enormously grateful to those individuals and families who continue to support us year-after-year.
Do you have questions about our program? Contact Dan Doherty at 630-292-8670 or Pam Stefik at 630-530-3497.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Luke 2:7
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134 Arthur St.
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www.icelmhurst.org

December 19, 2021

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
Please visit our website at

www.icelmhurst.org

BAPTISMS:
Please call Martha Deatsch for information
(530-8515).
MARRIAGES:
Please call Catey Cohen at least 6 months in
advance (530-8991).
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Parish Office: (630) 530-8515
Fax: (630) 530-9346
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Year End Giving

Advent is a time of preparation. The days ahead will seem to go by quickly as we decorate our homes,
go shopping and attend the many gatherings that come with the holiday season. Yet, we encourage
everyone to carve out time for quiet prayer and create a special place to welcome Jesus at Christmas.
Another way to prepare for the end of the year is through charitable giving. When we look back at the
countless blessings many of us have received throughout the year, we hope that you will consider
special ways to give back to the Lord for all He has given us. Please remember your spiritual home,
Immaculate Conception, as well as our We are IC! Capital Campaign, as you discern your year-end gifts.
For traditional monetary donations, contributions may be deductible for tax purposes. Whether you are
using offertory envelopes or taking advantage of the safe and convenient Online Giving program, proper
credit will be reflected on your Parishioner statement. As a reminder, you can access the Online Giving
program on the IC Parish website by clicking the orange “Donate Online” button on the left.
Following are a few alternatives to traditional donations for your consideration. Please know that any
form of donation is humbly and greatly appreciated.

Qualified Charitable Distributions
These typically include contributions from Donor Advised Funds, Required Minimum Distributions
(RMD), or annuities. If you have an established Donor Advisor Fund or are contemplating creating one,
please consider including Immaculate Conception as a charitable recipient of a donation from the fund. A
Donor Advised Fund is administered by a third party for the primary purpose of managing contributions
to charitable organizations, such as Immaculate Conception Parish.
Additionally, if you are age 70 ½ or older, you can contact your IRA Fund Administrator and arrange for a
tax-free direct transfer of your RMD to Immaculate Conception as a charitable donation. By doing a
direct transfer from your IRA, the donation may satisfy your required distribution yet may not increase
your adjusted gross income for tax purposes.

Stock Donation

For those who may own stocks, a review of your stock portfolio before year end is possibly
advantageous. For example, if you have stock(s) that have decreased in value over the past years, you
may want to consider donating this stock to Immaculate Conception Parish. The donation could be
eligible for a charitable contribution tax deduction, but also may offset capital gains for this year. If stock
has increased in value, you may be able to claim a deduction for the full fair market value and eliminate
any tax on the appreciation.

Employer Matching Gifts

Companies frequently match their employee’s monetary contributions. If your employer has this type of
program, please consider utilizing it on behalf of our Immaculate Conception Grade School or High School.
Many corporations offer employee matching gift programs for educational institutions.

Charitable Gifts from Your Will or Trust

An easy way to make a gift to Immaculate Conception is to include a bequest in your will or trust. You can
give a specific sum, a percentage of your gross estate or your residuary estate. The diocese has partnered
with FreeWill to make planned giving easier than ever. Visit freewill.com/dioceseofjoliet to write a will at no
personal cost, and include the necessary language to support Immaculate Conception with a gift in your
plans. FreeWill’s online will writing tools allow you to make a lasting gift to IC quickly and easily.
If you have any questions relative to year end giving options,
please contact Colleen Lewandowski at 630-530-8848 or at clewandowski@icelmhurst.org.

Thank you for your continued support. We are I.C.!

Fourth Sunday of Advent

www.icelmhurst.org

December 19, 2021
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Stewardship of Time and Treasure

Weekly Sharing
November 28, 2021

Sunday Envelopes Total:
Electronic Offerings:
Total Gifts:
Amount Budgeted Per Week:

Total Funds Collected7/1-11/28/21
Amount Budgeted:
Budget over/(under) to date:

$ 13,627.51
$ 11,988.79
$ 25,616.30
$ 28,000.00

$611,153.00
$650,510.00
($39,357.00)

Thank You in His Name!

For a complete schedule of liturgical
ministers for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day Masses go to
www.icelmhurst.org
If you have questions or a request to
serve, please contact Catey Cohen at
630-530-8515 or email
ccohen@icelmhurst.org
Thank you for giving the gift of
your time!

Presider Schedule
December 24, 25, & 26
December 24
3:00 Church Fr. David Mowry
3:00 Chapel Fr. Tom
3:00 MPH Fr. Michael Kearney
3:30 Elmhurst U Fr. James
5:00 Church Fr. James
5:00 Chapel Fr. Michael Pawlowicz
10:30 Chapel Fr. Tom & Fr. James
December 25
7:30 Fr. James
9:00 Fr. Tom
11:30 Fr. Tom
December 26
7:30 Fr. Tom
9:00 Fr. Tom
11:30 Fr. James
7:00 Fr. James

Parishioners once again have the opportunity to remember their deceased family
members by donating flowers in their memory. The many beautiful Christmas plants that will adorn our
Church and Chapel can be given in memory of loved ones. A list of those remembered will be included in
the bulletin at a later date.
A flower envelope was included in your envelope packets - they are also available in the Narthex. You can
also fill out the form below and place it in the collection basket or return it to the Parish Office.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION
In Loving Memory Of:____________________________________________________________________
Donated by:

_________________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$____________(Suggested donation is $20 per plant)

